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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE  • WASHINGTON,  D.C. 


Command  Responsibilities  To  Be  Extensive 
In  the  Voting  Assistance  Program  — 1972 


By  Melvin  R.  Laird 
Secretary  of  Defense 

All  levels  of  command  within  the  Armed  Forces  must 
take  positive  steps  to  ensure  that  our  military  and  civilian 
personnel  will  have  maximum  feasible  opportunity  to 
register  and  to  vote  this  year.  For  most  Service  personnel 
and  many  of  their  dependents  who  will  be  away  from 
their  voting  residences  on  election  day,  this  requires  that 
commanders  facilitate  the  process  of  absentee  registration 
and  voting. 

February  of  this  year,  designated  as  “Military  Voter 
Registration  Month,”  marked  the  beginning  of  Service 
voting  assistance  activity  by  focusing  attention  on  voting 
registration  requirements  and  procedures.  This  assistance 
must  be  a continuing  activity  down  to  the  time  of  the 
General  election,  Nov.  7. 

At  all  command  levels,  military  and  civilian  personnel 
must  be  informed  of  their  right  to  vote  and  must  be  aided 
in  obtaining  information  concerning  registration  and  voting 
procedures.  This  responsibility  of  the  commander  extends 
to  spouses  of  Service  members  and  their  dependents,  if 
located  on  or  near  the  stations  of  the  Service  members. 

Essential  voting  information  is  being  provided  on  a 
continuing  basis  through  the  Military  Departments.  The 
basic  document  used  by  voting  officers  and  voting  coun- 


selors is  Voting  Information — 1972.*  Changes  to  this 
publication  are  also  being  distributed  to  the  Services  on  a 
continuing  basis. 

There  are  several  “musts”  for  each  commander: 

— Review  and  be  familiar  with  Service  regulations  cov- 
ering the  voting  assistance  program; 

— Ensure  that  the  Federal  Post  Card  Application 
(FPCA)  for  Absentee  Ballot  is  on  hand  in  time  for 
voters  to  participate  in  primary  elections  in  each 
State,  Territory,  and  in  the  District  of  Columbia  as 
well  as  in  the  General  election  on  Nov.  7,  1972; 

— For  the  General  election,  specifically,  an  FPCA  must 
be  hand-delivered  to  every  individual  by  Aug.  15, 
1972,  if  the  Service  member  is  overseas,  and  by  Sep. 
15,  1972,  if  serving  in  the  United  States; 

— Ensure  the  availability  and  distribution  of  voting  in- 
formation materials  to  all  members  of  his  command; 

— Provide  for  the  availability  of  qualified  and  conscien- 
tious voting  officers  to  provide  accurate  and  timely 
information;  and 

— Inform  personnel  newly  enfranchised  by  the  26th 
Amendment  to  the  U.  S.  Constitution  of  their  rights 
and  responsibilities  regarding  voting. 

Throughout  the  Nation,  1 1 million  new  potential  voters 
have  been  added  to  the  electorate  as  a result  of  the  passage 
of  the  26th  Amendment  to  the  U.  S.  Constitution,  which 
lowered  the  voting  age  to  1 8 years.  Of  these  1 1 million, 
more  than  675,000  are  serving  in  the  Armed  Forces. 

The  right  to  vote  is  precious,  safeguarded  by  those  who 
serve  and  have  served  in  our  Armed  Forces.  It  is  incum- 
bent on  all  commanders  to  ensure  that  encouragement  and 
assistance  are  given  to  all  in  their  command  who  wish  to 
exercise  it. 


* DoD  GEN  6D;  DA  Pam  360-503;  NAVPERS  158681;  AFP  211-4; 
NAVMC  1174  (Rev.  72),  and  CG  292. 


VOTING 

INITIATIVES 

FOR 

COMMANDERS 


At  the  Armed  Forces  Policy  Council  Meeting  of  March  20,  1972,  Secretary  of  Defense  Melvin  R.  Laird  instructed 
the  Services  and  Defense  Agencies  to  insure  implementation  of  the  Voting  Assistance  Program  with  command  emphasis 
and  support  at  all  levels. 

Since  success  of  the  program  involves  a wide  variety  of  requirements  during  the  remainder  of  this  year,  the  following 
initiatives  are  necessary: 

I.  Insure  Command  Support. 

II.  Insure  designation  of  voting  officials  to  be  responsible  for  conduct  of  the  Voting  Assistance  Program. 

III.  Insure  delivery  of  essential  materials  for  use  of  voting  officials  (will  be  updated  monthly). 

IV.  Initiate  Special  Voting  Information  Bulletins. 

V.  Use  the  Voting  “Action  Line.” 

VI.  Continue  evaluation  of  the  Voting  Assistance  Program. 

VII.  Plan  Command/Intemal  Voting  Information  Programs  for  all  personnel. 

VIII.  Develop  a Voting  Assistance  Training  and  Participation  Plan. 

IX.  Develop  a Defense-wide  Voting  Awareness  Plan. 

X.  Respond  to  requests  for  information  on  candidates  and  issues. 


I.  INSURING  COMMAND  SUPPORT 

1.  Review  the  Secretary  of  Defense’s 
memorandum  of  Jan.  17,  1972,  and  its 
checklist  of  actions.  Issue  implementing 
instructions. 

2.  Review  Voting  Campaign  Plan 
1972.  Insure  that  the  program  is  under- 
stood and  supported  throughout  the 
Service. 

3.  Review  DoD  Directive  1000.4  and 
insure  that  the  Department  directive  is 
implemented  in  the  field. 

4.  Encourage  direct  communications 
between  field  Voting  Officers  and  the 
OSD  Voting  Task  Force  where  answers 
are  not  available  locally. 

5.  OSD  and  Departmental  key  and 
senior  personnel  should  check  the  effec- 
tiveness of  the  Voting  Assistance  Pro- 


gram during  any  visits  to  field  installa- 
tions. Similar  inquiries  should  be  made 
by  Inspector  General  teams  when  per- 
forming scheduled  field  inspections. 

6.  Each  commander  should: 

a.  Check  that  subordinate  commands 
have  an  effective  Voting  Assistance 
Program. 

b.  Insure  that  Voting  materials  and  in- 
formation are  transmitted  expedi- 
tiously to  all  Voting  Officers. 

c.  Encourage  a flow  of  problems  en- 
countered in  the  field  and  pass  them 
on  as  soon  as  possible  for  correc- 
tion. 

d.  Publish  suggestions  or  methods  of 
improving  the  administration  of  the 
Voting  Assistance  Program. 


II.  INSURING  DESIGNATION  OF 
VOTING  OFFICIALS  TO  BE  RE- 
SPONSIBLE FOR  CONDUCT  OF 
VOTING  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAM 

1.  Designate  Senior  Military  Voting 
Officials  responsible  for  the  Voting  Pro- 
gram at  major  command  levels. 

2.  Establish  a line  of  communication 
from  the  Senior  Military  Voting  Officials 
down  to  unit  Voting  Officer  and  Coun- 
selor. 

Senior  Military  Voting  Representatives: 

Army — Maj.  Gen.  Verne  L.  Bowers 
Air  Force — Brig.  Gen.  Jeanne  Holm 
Navy  — Rear  Adm.  Charles  F. 
Rauch 

Marine  Corps — Brig.  Gen.  Harvey 
D.  Spielman 
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Coast  Guard — Rear  Adm.  Joseph 
R.  Steel 

DoD — Voting  Assistance  Task 
Force,  (202)  694-4960 

Service  Voting  Action  Officers: 

Army — Maj.  James  L.  Meidl,  (703) 
756-2329 

Air  Force — Mr.  Harvey  A.  Ed- 
wards, Autovon  487-3502 
Navy — Mr.  Edwin  F.  Gray,  (202) 
694-2674 

Marine  Corps — 1st  Lt.  William  S. 
Rhyne,  (202)  694-2544 
Coast  Guard — CWO  Gene  F.  Lewis, 
(202)  426-1869 

Major  Command  Voting  Officers 

Insure  that  names  and  phone  numbers 
are  made  available  to  the  Senior  Military 
Voting  Representative,  Service  Voting 
Action  Officer  and  to  every  Voting  Of- 
ficer or  Counselor  in  next  lower  subordi- 
nate commands. 

Installation  Voting  Officers 

Insure  that  Voting  Officers  are  named 
at  all  installations  and  that  their  names 
and  phone  numbers  are  known  to  the 
next  higher  command  and  to  lower  com- 
mands. Insure  that  installation  telephone 
operators  maintain  a directory  of  all 
Voting  Officers  on  the  installation. 

Unit  Voting  Officers 

Insure  that  Voting  Officers  and  voting 
assistance  personnel  are  named  in  units 
and  that  their  names  and  phone  numbers 
are  known  to  the  next  higher  command 
— and  to  all  unit  personnel. 

3.  Via  established  Service  information 
and  command  media,  publish  the  names, 
titles  and  phone  numbers  of  all  Service 

(Continued  On  Page  4) 


COMMANDERS  DIGEST 

A publication  of  the  Department  of  De- 
fense intended  to  provide  official  infor- 
mation to  commanders  and  key  person- 
nel on  matters  related  to  Defense  poli- 
cies and  interests,  and  to  create  better 
understanding  and  teamwork  within 
the  Department  of  Defense. 

Published  weekly  by  the  American 
Forces  Press  Service,  1117  N.  19th  St., 
Arlington,  Va.  22209,  a unified  activity 
of  the  Office  of  Information  for  the 
Armed  Forces,  OASD  (M&RA).  Repro- 
duction of  content  is  authorized. 


Voting  Messages  from  the  Chiefs  of  Staff 

American  citizens  have  sacrificed  much  in  defense  of  our  inalienable  rights 
and  freedom,  and  voting  in  local  and  national  elections  is  the  best  way  the 
citizen-soldier  can  preserve  our  hard-won  democratic  form  of  government. 

With  the  enactment  of  the  26th  Amendment  to  our  Constitution,  more  Army 
personnel  than  ever  before  are  eligible  to  vote  during  this  election  year.  I 
urge  all  commanders  to  encourage  military  personnel  and  their  dependents, 
and  oversea  civilian  employees,  to  register  and  vote,  both  in  the  primaries  and 
the  General  elections.  Our  concerted  efforts  can  ensure  the  success  of  the  1972 
Voting  Program. 

WILLIAM  C.  WESTMORELAND 
General,  USA 
Chief  of  Staff 


In  this  year  when  we  of  the  Navy  are  emphasizing  the  maturity  and  responsi- 
bility of  our  younger  members,  I think  it  is  particularly  relevant  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  and  our  States  have  seen  fit  to  lower  the  minimum 
voting  age.  This  is  a time  when  society  is  reeling  from  the  trauma  of  change — 
in  which  the  ideals  of  youth  are  playing  an  important  part.  I expect  our  young 
Navymen  to  share  the  growing  concern  of  civilian  youths  to  influence  events 
around  them.  I speak  to  all  ages,  however,  when  I remind  you  that  we 
in  uniform  share  the  obligations  of  all  Americans  to  have  a voice  in  choos- 
ing the  people  to  run  our  government  at  all  levels.  I want  every  command  to 
ensure  that  each  member  is  shown  the  mechanics  of  voting,  especially  how  to 
apply  for  an  absentee  ballot,  and  given  encouragement  to  exercise  his  or  her 
voting  franchise. 

E.  R.  ZUMWALT,  JR. 

Admiral,  USN 

Chief  of  Naval  Operations 


Many  members  of  the  military  community  neglect  one  of  their  most  cherished 
rights — the  right  to  vote.  Yet,  this  is  more  than  a right — it  is  a responsibility 
each  of  us  has  as  an  American  citizen.  Commanders  must  assure  that  every 
member  of  the  Air  Force  family — each  blue-suiter,  eligible  dependent  and 
civilian  employee — is  reminded  of  his  right  and  obligation  to  vote.  No  Air 
Force  member  should  fail  to  vote  because  he  didn’t  know  how.  Make  certain 
your  people  are  given  the  opportunity  and  the  encouragement  to  exercise  their 
most  basic  and  precious  freedom. 

JOHN  D.  RYAN 
General,  USAF 
Chief  of  Staff 


Command  attention  is  the  key  to  a successful  voter  registration  program. 
This  individual  interest  on  a man-to-man  basis  has  provided  the  Marine  Corps 
an  enviable  record  of  participation  in  past  elections. 

Now,  almost  every  Marine  is  eligible  to  vote.  This  year,  then,  represents 
a great  new  challenge  to  the  Marine  method  of  inculcating  good  citizenship 
habits. 

I urge  all  Marine  commanders  to  give  increased  attention  to  counseling  and 
assisting  their  Marines,  especially  the  first-time  voters,  in  registering  for  and 
using  absentee  ballots  provided  by  the  individual  States. 

Voting  is  a lifetime  responsibility.  Encourage  our  Marines  to  fulfill  it  this  year. 

R.  E.  CUSHMAN,  JR. 

General,  USMC 

Commandant 
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VOTING  INITIATIVES 

(Continued  From  Page  3) 

Voting  Action  Officers,  major  command 
Voting  Officers,  installation  Voting  Offi- 
cers and  unit  Voting  Officers. 

4.  Insure  that  Service  Voting  Action 
Officers  maintain  a current  directory  of 
Voting  Officers  of  all  major  commands 
and  installations  and  insure  that  similar 
directories  are  maintained  down  through 
the  chain  of  command. 

5.  Insure  coordination  between  Voting 
Officers  and  information  officers  at  each 
level  of  command. 

m.  INSURING  DELIVERY  OF  ES- 
SENTIAL MATERIALS  FOR  USE 
OF  VOTING  OFFICIALS 

Insure  that  Voting  Officers  at  each 
level  of  command  have  current  direc- 
tives and  information  on  the  Voting 
Assistance  Program.  The  minimum  ref- 
erence material  should  include: 

1.  Voting  Campaign  Plan  1972  and/or 
Service  and  Command  directives. 

2.  Voting  Information — 1972. 

3.  DoD  Directive  1000.4,  “Absentee 
Voting,”  and/or  implementing  Service 
directives. 

4.  Command  directives  on  absentee 
voting. 

5.  Secretary  of  Defense  memorandum 
of  Jan.  17,  1972,  “Military  Voter  Regis- 
tration Month,”  and/or  implementing 
Service  directives. 

6.  Federal  Post  Card  Application 
(FPCA)  forms. 

7.  Voting  posters. 

8.  Voting  films. 

9.  Special  Service  pamphlets,  bulletins, 
circulars  and  letters  on  voting. 

10.  Sources  for  partisan  and  nonparti- 
san information. 

1 1 . Current  voting  information  fur- 
nished to  the  field — and  available  from 
information  officers — in  the  form  of  De- 
fense Information  Guidance  Series, 
American  Forces  Press  Service  and  TWX 
bulletins. 

12.  A directory  containing  the  names 
and  phone  numbers  of  Voting  Officers  in 
the  chain  of  command,  e.g.,  next  higher 
headquarters  and  next  lower  headquart- 
ers. 


IV.  INITIATING  SPECIAL  VOTING 
INFORMATION  BULLETINS 

1.  Changes  to  Voting  Information — 
1972. 

2.  Special  notices  on  recent  legislation 
which  affects  absentee  voting. 

3.  Special  notices  on  services  offered 
by  civilian  voting-oriented  organizations. 

4.  Information  on  problems  brought 
to  the  attention  of  higher  authority  can 
cause  the  issuance  of  Voting  Bulletins 
to  the  benefit  of  all  commands. 

V.  USING  THE  VOTING  “ACTION 
LINE” 

1.  The  Voting  “Action  Line”  is  de- 
signed to  assist  all  military  Voting  Offi- 
cers located  anywhere  in  the  world,  by 
giving  them  direct  access  to  DoD  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  for  quick  response  to 
voting  problems. 

2.  Callers  need  access  to  an  Automatic 
Voice  Network  (AUTOVON)  line  at 
their  installations.  Three  Washington, 
D.C.,  phones  are  available.  Only  one 
number  need  be  known  to  the  caller, 
however,  since  an  incoming  call  will 
automatically  be  switched  to  an  alter- 
nate number  in  case  of  a busy  line: 

Washington,  D.C.,  commercial  num- 
ber: (202)  694-4777,  AUTOVON  num- 
ber: 224-4777. 

3.  The  Voting  “Action  Line”  is 
manned  by  the  Federal  Voting  Assistance 
Task  Force,  Office  of  the  Secretary  of 
Defense,  during  normal  working  days 
from  8:30  a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  Washington, 
D.C.,  time,  Monday  through  Friday. 

4.  The  Voting  “Action  Line”  features 
an  automatic  answering  service  to  ac- 
cept calls  during  off-duty  hours. 

5.  Callers  should  be  prepared  at  all 
times,  particularly  when  using  the  auto- 
matic answering  service,  to  give: 

a.  Their  name. 

b.  Their  telephone  number. 

c.  Their  mailing  address. 

d.  Concise  statement  of  their  voting 
problem. 

6.  Callers  can  expect  prompt  atten- 
tion to  all  queries.  The  Task  Force  will 
respond  either  by  telephone  or  airmail 
letter.  In  appropriate  cases,  especially 
that  of  material  support,  the  Services  will 
be  asked  to  assist  or  to  take  the  action. 

7.  Available  assistance: 


a.  Information  on  registration  and  bal- 
lot request  procedures. 

b.  Special  assistance  involving  coordi- 
nation with  an  individual  State. 

c.  Coordination  assistance  with  Service 
Military  Voting  Representatives  re- 
garding material  problems. 

d.  County  seat  addresses. 

VI.  CONTINUING  EVALUATION  OF 
THE  VOTING  ASSISTANCE  PRO- 
GRAM 

1.  Telephone  surveys  should  be  con- 
ducted by  Service  Military  Voting  Rep- 
resentatives. 

2.  The  purpose  of  the  telephone  sur- 
veys is  to  determine: 

a.  The  availability  of  voting  informa- 
tion and  materials. 

b.  The  number  of  personnel  for  whom 
each  Voting  Officer  must  provide 
assistance. 

c.  Coordination  with  nonpartisan  ci- 
vilian organizations  regarding  vot- 
ing assistance  efforts  on  base. 

d.  The  amount  of  voting  information 
coverage  in  local  base  newspapers. 

e.  Familiarity  of  Voting  Officers  with 
their  responsibilities. 

f.  Availability  of  legal  assistance  for 
aid  or  information  regarding  prob- 
lems with  establishing  residency. 

g.  Receipt  at  lowest  possible  level  of 
implementing  directives  or  memo- 
randums pertaining  to  the  Voting 
Assistance  Program. 

h.  Whether  the  Voting  Officers  are 
equipped  to  assist  their  personnel 
with  problems  related  to  voting  in 
primaries. 

i.  Whether  voting  assistance  is  offered 
to  spouses  and  dependents. 

j.  Whether  plans  are  established  for 
in-hand  delivery  of  FPCAs. 

k.  Whether  the  command,  installation 
or  unit  Voting  Officer  is  aware  of 
the  availability  and  function  of  the 
Voting  “Action  Line.” 

l.  Whether  Voting  Officers  and  Vot- 
ing Counselors  are  trained  in  the 
use  of  voting  information  and  ma- 
terials. 

m.  Coordination  of  survey  data  with 
OSD  Voting  Assistance  Task 
Force. 

3.  A post-election  survey  of  the  voting 
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participation  of  members  of  the  Armed 
Forces  will  be  conducted.  The  survey: 

a.  Begins  shortly  after  the  General 
election  of  Nov.  1972. 

b.  Findings  will  become  part  of  the 
Ninth  Biennial  Report  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  Congress. 

VII.  PLANNING  COMMAND/IN- 
TERNAL VOTING  INFORMA- 
TION PROGRAMS  FOR  ALL 
PERSONNEL 

Sufficient  command/ internal  informa- 
tion programs  should  be  scheduled  to 
accomplish  the  following: 

1.  Explain  the  importance  of  the  vot- 
ing franchise. 

2.  Explain  the  meaning  of  the  passage 
of  the  26th  Amendment. 

3.  Explain  the  functions  of  the  FPCA 
and  provide  a detailed  briefing  on 
how  to  fill  it  out  properly. 

4.  Provide  general  information  on  pri- 
mary and  General  elections.  (Ex- 
plain requirements  for  voting  in 
the  primaries.  Check  dates  for  pri- 
maries and  schedule  information 
programs  accordingly.) 

5.  Suggest  sources  of  partisan  voting 
information. 

6.  Unit  Voting  Representatives  should 
follow  up  in  supplying  detailed  in- 
formation based  on  individual  State 
requirements.  Higher  headquarters 
Voting  Officers  should  check  suc- 
cess of  command/ internal  informa- 
mation  periods.  If  sufficient  infor- 
mation is  not  available,  contact 
OSD  Voting  Assistance  Task  Force 
immediately. 

7.  Encourage  imagination  and  the  in- 
corporation of  command  initiatives 
regarding  the  presentation. 

VIII.  DEVELOPING  A VOTING  AS- 
SISTANCE TRAINING  AND 
PARTICIPATION  PLAN 

1.  Develop  a plan  for  training  and 
utilizing  motivated  volunteers  such 
as  wives  clubs,  dependents,  Red 
Cross  personnel,  younger  officers 
and  enlisted  personnel. 

2.  Prepare  a training  program  (super- 
vised by  installation  Voting  Officers) 
for  unit  Voting  Officers,  Counselors 
and  volunteers. 


‘ACTION  LINE.’ 
U.S.  Navy  Cdr. 
Ronald  C.  Inman, 
a member  of  the 
Federal  Voting 
Assistance  Task 
Force,  answers  a 
query  on  the  unit’s 
new  Voting  “Ac- 
tion Line.”  The 
“Action  Line”  tel- 
ephone number  is: 
(2  0 2)  694-4777 
or  AUTOVON 
224-4777. 

(DoD  Photo) 


3.  Engage  the  support  of  base  and 
local  civic  organizations. 

4.  Advertise  and  actively  promote  par- 
ticipation in  the  Voting  Assistance 
Program. 

5.  Utilize  installation  or  ship  radio, 
television  and  troop  newspapers 
where  available. 

IX.  DEVELOPING  A DEFENSE-WIDE 
VOTING  AWARENESS  PLAN 

A Defense-wide  media  effort  will  be 
conducted  to  coincide  with  the  basic 
schedule  established  in  Voting  Campaign 
1972.  Information  support  will  empha- 
size two  areas:  The  remaining  primary 
elections  and  Nov.  7 General  election. 
The  following  specific  media  actions  will 
be  conducted: 

a.  Voting  “Action  Line” — A world- 
wide telephone  information  service  has 
been  established  to  provide  prompt  re- 
sponse to  questions  from  unit  and  instal- 
lation Voting  Officers  and  Counselors 
(Initiative  V). 

b.  Special  Spread  Sheet — American 
Forces  Press  Service  will  publish  special 
voting  spread  sheets  as  necessary  as  a 
supplement  to  its  weekly  news  file.  Serv- 
ices should  alert  their  information  offices 
and  unit/ installation  newspaper  editors 
to  coordinate  materials  with  Voting  Offi- 
cers prior  to  publishing. 

c.  Radio  and  Television  Interviews/ 
News  Reports — Special  coverage  of  ap- 
propriate voting  subjects  will  be  included 
in  the  American  Forces  Radio  and  Tele- 
vision Service  (AFRTS).  TV  reports  will 
begin  in  the  AFRTS-Los  Angeles  pro- 
gram package  by  the  first  of  May  and 
continue  every  week  for  the  duration  of 


the  campaign.  Armed  Forces  Digest 
(radio)  will  make  similar  reports  over 
AFRTS-Washington.  AFRT  stations 
should  be  encouraged  to  coordinate  with 
unit/ installation  Voting  Officers  and  in- 
corporate these  programs  in  local  pro- 
ductions. 

d.  Film  Trailers — Two  national  an- 
them trailers  are  scheduled  for  produc- 
tion immediately  for  Army/ Air  Force 
and  Navy  Motion  Picture  Service.  The 
first  will  be  designed  for  the  period  of 
June  and  July  with  the  second  to  carry 
through  August,  September  and  October. 

e.  Cartoon  Promotions  and  Comic 
Strips — Selected  commercial  cartoonists 
have  been  requested  to  support  this  pro- 
gram. Their  contributions  will  be  inte- 
grated with  on-going  internal  informa- 
tion developments  when  received,  while 
simultaneously  carried  by  the  commer- 
cial media. 

f.  Broadcast  Spot  Production — A re- 
view of  existing  AFRTS-Los  Angeles  and 
Washington  spot  production  is  underway. 
Following  that  evaluation,  appropriate 
spots  will  be  developed  on  those  areas 
requiring  additional  emphasis  and  dis- 
patched to  field  stations  on  a priority 
basis. 

g.  Statements  by  Dignitaries  — Pro- 
gram supporting  statements  will  be  given 
widest  multi-media  coverage  when  avail- 
able. 

h.  The  Serviceman’s  Calendar — The 
monthly  themes  in  the  Serviceman’s 
Calendar  for  the  Nov.  7 General  election 
and  the  primary  elections  will  be  devel- 
oped in  appropriate  media  formats  by 
the  Armed  Forces  Information  Service 
for  widest  dissemination.  Radio  and  tele- 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 
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PARTY  PREFERENCE  VOTING  INFORMATION 


Members  of  the  Armed  Forces  and  their  families  can 
obtain  complete  information  on  national  and  local  issues  in 
the  1972  Election  Year  from  several  sources. 

Relatives  and  friends  at  home  can  provide  first-hand  news 
by  mail.  The  home  town  paper  probably  carries  a large 
amount  of  political  news  as  well.  Many  papers  and  maga- 


zines also  have  special  rates  for  Service  personnel  stationed 
out  of  state.  Finally,  civic,  educational  or  political  organiza- 
tions often  have  partisan  information  on  the  candidates 
and  the  issues  to  be  voted  upon.  The  addresses  included  here 
list — by  State — the  major  political  parties,  which  may  be  un- 
officially contacted  by  the  military  member  through  the  mail. 


STATE  | Democratic  Headquarters  | Republican  State  Central  Committees 


ALABAMA 

933  Nelson  Bldg. 
Birmingham  35203 

P.O.  Box  3315 
Birmingham  35205 

ALASKA 

Tyonek  Bldg.  (4th  Ave.) 
Anchorage  99501 

P.O.  Box  1364  (129  W.  5th  Ave.) 
Anchorage  99501 

ARIZONA 

1318  North  Central  Ave. 
Phoenix  85004 

3300  North  Central  Ave. 
Phoenix  85012 

ARKANSAS 

720-300  Spring  St. 
Little  Rock  72201 

917  West  Markham  St. 
Little  Rock  72201 

Southern  Office 

417  S.  Hill  St.,  Suite  661 

Los  Angeles  90013 

918  J St. 

Sacramento  95814 

CALIFORNIA 

Northern  Office 
1182  Market  St.,  #306 
San  Francisco  94102 

Northern  Office 
2131  Jackson  St. 

San  Francisco  94115 

Central  Office 
2917  Summit  Circle 
Bakersfield  93306 

Southern  Office 
177  Rivo  Alto  Canal 
Long  Beach  90803 
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STATE 


Democratic  Headquarters  | Republican  State  Central  Committees 


COLORADO 

220  West  Alameda 
#40  on  the  Mall 
Denver  80223 

1711  Pennsylvania  St. 
Denver  80203 

CONNECTICUT 

525  Main  St. 
Hartford  06103 

410  Asylum  St.,  Rm.  315 
Hartford  06103 

DELAWARE 

1534  Concord  Pike 
Wilmington  19810 

2007  Pennsylvania  Ave. 
Wilmington  19806 

DISTRICT  OF 
COLUMBIA 

1009  13th  St.  NW 
Washington  20006 

310  First  St.  SE 
Washington  20003 

FLORIDA 

P.O.  Box  1758 
Tallahassee  32302 

P.O.  Box  311 
Tallahassee  32302 

GEORGIA 

2501  Bank  of  Georgia  Bldg. 
Atlanta  30303 

1904  Monroe  Dr.  NE 
Atlanta  30324 

GUAM 

P.O.  Box  456 
Agana  96910 

P.O.  Box  1697 
Agana  96910 

HAWAII 

33  S.  King  St.,  Suite  216 
Honolulu  96813 

Merchandise  Mart  Bldg.,  Rm.  438 
Honolulu  96813 

IDAHO 

305  N.  8th  St. 
Boise  83702 

P.O.  Box  2267 
Boise  83701 

ILLINOIS 

104  N.  4th  St. 
Springfield  62701 

200  South  2nd  St. 

Springfield  62701 

Chicago  Office:  134  N.  LaSalle  St. 
Chicago  60602 

INDIANA 

801  Illinois  Bldg. 
Indianapolis  46204 

111  North  Capitol  Ave. 
Indianapolis  46204 

IOWA 

600  Shops  Bldg. 
Des  Moines  50309 

808  Fifth  Ave. 
Des  Moines  50309 

KANSAS* 

Holiday  Inn — Downtown 
Topeka  66601 

Ramada  Inn,  Suite  10 
501  Jefferson 
Topeka  66607 

KENTUCKY 

100  W.  Main  St. 
Frankfort  40601 

1619  Heyburn  Bldg. 
Louisville  40202 

LOUISIANA 

No  Central  Headquarters 

409  Azalea  St. 
Lafayette  70501 

MAINE 

62  State  St. 
Ahgusta  04330 

187  State  St. 
Augusta  04330 

MARYLAND 

514  St.  Paul  PI. 
Baltimore  21202 

9 West  Hamilton  St. 
Baltimore  21201 

Massachusetts 

11  Beacon  St.,  Rm  406-408 
Boston  02108 

73  Tremont  St.,  Rm.  524 
Boston  02108 

MICHIGAN 

Lansing  Hq. 

J.  F.  Kennedy  House 
900  W.  Michigan  Ave. 
Lansing  48015 
Detroit  Hq. 

623  Lafayette  Bldg. 
Detroit  48226 

404  East  Michigan  Ave. 
Lansing  48933 

MINNESOTA 

780  E,  38th  St. 
Minneapolis  55407 

4940  Viking  Dr. 
Minneapolis  06416 

MISSISSIPPI 

None  listed. 

P.O.  Box  1178 
Jackson  39205 

MISSOURI 

P.O.  Box  719 
Jefferson  City  65101 

P.O.  Box  73 
Jefferson  City  65101 

MONTANA 

Box  802 
He’ena  59601 

1425  Helena  Ave. 
Helena  59601 

NEBRASKA 

311  Anderson  Bldg. 
Lincoln  68508 

116  N.  12th  St.,  Anderson  Bldg.  #212 
Lincoln  68508 
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STATE 


Democratic  Headquarters  I Republican  State  Central  Committees 


NEVADA 

911  E.  Ogden  Ave. 
Las  Vegas  89101 

P.O.  Box  1058 
Carson  City  89701 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Sheraton-Carpenter  Motor  Hotel 
Manchester  03101 

134  North  Main  St. 
Concord  03301 

NEW  JERSEY 

31-33  N.  Willow  St. 
Trenton  08608 

Trenton  Trust  Blag.,  Rm.  405 
28  West  State  St. 

Trenton  08608 

NEW  MEXICO 

Tower  Bldg. 
Albuquerque  87103 

610  Gold  Ave.  SW 
Albuquerque  87101 

NEW  YORK 

Dryden  East  Hotel 
150  E.  39th  St. 

New  York  10016 

315  State  St. 
Albany  12210 

NORTH 

CAROLINA 

Hotel  Sheraton-Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  27602 

1707  Hillsboro  St. 
Hilton  Inn,  Suite  100 
Raleigh  27605 

NORTH 

DAKOTA 

1902  E.  Divide  Ave. 
Bismarck  58501 

P.O.  Box  1917 
Bismarck  58501 

OHIO 

88  East  Broad  St.,  Suite  1250 
Columbus  43215 

50  West  Broad  St. 
Columbus  43215 

OKLAHOMA 

2200  Hotel  Oklahoma 
Oklahoma  City  73101 

103  Northwest  23rd  St. 
Oklahoma  City  73103 

OREGON 

3311  NW  Roosevelt 
Corvallis  97330 

322  Oregon  Bldg. 
494  State  St.  NE 
Salem  97301 

PENNSYLVANIA 

510  N.  Third  St. 
Harrisburg  17101 

112  State  St. 
Harrisburg  17101 

PUERTO 

RICO 

Chase  Manhattan  Bank  Bldg. 
Rio  Piedras  00927 

P.O.  Box  507 — Hato  Rey 
San  Juan  00919 

RHODE 

ISLAND 

150  Francis  St. 
Providence  02903 

87  Weybosset  St. 
Providence  02903 

SOUTH 

CAROLINA 

P.O.  Box  5965 
Columbia  29205 

P.O.  Box  5247 
Columbia  29205 

SOUTH 

DAKOTA 

336-V2  Pierre  St. 
Pierre  57501 

P.O.  Box  1099 
Pierre  57501 

TENNESSEE 

305-6  Hermitage  Hotel 
Nashville  37219 

306  Gay  St. 
Nashville  37201 

TEXAS 

702  Brown  Bldg. 
Austin  78701 

310  Littlefield  Bldg. 
Austin  78701 

UTAH 

363  E.  2nd  South 
Salt  Lake  City  84111 

614  Crandall  Bldg. 
Salt  Lake  City  84101 

VERMONT 

P.O.  Box  231 
Burlington  05401 

P.O.  Box  70 
Montpelier  05602 

VIRGINIA 

7th  & Franklin  Bldg.,  Suite  800 
Richmond  23219 

1001  E.  Main  St.,  Rm.  516 
Richmond  23219 

VIRGIN  IS. 

P.O.  Box  22 

Kingshall,  St.  Croix  00850 

P.O.  Box  521 

Charlotte  Amalie,  St.  Thomas  00801 

WASHINGTON 

320  Alaska  Bldg. 
Seattle  98104 

497  Tyee  Dr. 
Olympia  98502 

WEST 

VIRGINIA 

1400  Commerce  St. 
Charleston  25301 

P.O.  Box  1007 
Charleston  25324 

WISCONSIN 

406  W.  Gilman  St. 
Madison  53703 

P.O.  Box  31 
Madison  53701 

WYOMING 

P.O.  Box  1964 
Casper  82601 

P.O.  Box  241 
Casper  82601 

CANAL  ZONE 

Box  615 
Balboa 

No  address  listed. 
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VOTING  INITIATIVES 


(Continued  from  Page  5) 

vision  coverage  will  also  be  provided 
through  AFRTS.  Services  can  assist  the 
program  by  having  Information  offices 
request  unit/ installation  newspaper  edi- 
tors to  publish  and  coordinate  materials 
with  Voting  Officers.  Additionally,  over- 
seas, AFRT  station  managers  should  be 
urged  to  make  full  use  of  these  programs. 

X.  RESPONDING  TO  REQUESTS 
FOR  INFORMATION  ON  CANDI- 
DATES AND  ISSUES 

For  a number  of  years,  the  League  of 
Women  Voters  has  voluntarily  supplied 
servicemen  and  servicewomen  with  in- 
formation about  candidates  for  public 
office  and  on  the  issues  of  the  day.  In 
February  of  this  year,  the  national 
chapter  of  that  organization  announced 
that  that  information  service  had  been 
discontinued  for  DoD  personnel.  Listed 
below  is  a suggested  response  plan  for 
the  Services. 

1.  The  Service  Voting  Action  Officers 
listed  under  Initiative  II. 2.  receive  the 
requests  for  partisan  and  nonpartisan  in- 
formation from  the  Voting  Assistance 
Task  Force. 

2.  Prepare  a form  letter  to  answer 
each  request. 

a.  Include  a copy  of  Defense  Informa- 
tion Guidance  Series  (DIGS)  num- 
ber 8A-18  of  January,  1972.  “Ab- 
sentee Voting  and  the  Military 
Family”  (Part  II).  The  publication 
lists  several  local  sources  of  parti- 
san information  and  provides  a 
complete  list  of  major  party  head- 
quarters in  every  state. 

b.  Include  a fact  sheet  on  state  regis- 
tration and  ballot  request  proce- 
dures. The  DIGS  which  served  as 
an  advance  on  the  pamphlet,  Vot- 
ing Information — 1972,  is  ideal  for 
this  purpose. 

3.  The  Office  of  Information  for  the 
Armed  Forces  (IAF)  will  provide  the 
Service  Voting  Action  Officers  with  as 
many  copies  of  DIGS  8 A- 18  (sources  of 
local  partisan  information)  and  the  DIGS 
on  Voting  Information — 1972  as  they 
require — as  well  as  any  additional  new 
material  required. 


Voting  Assistance  Program  Materials 

A variety  of  multi-media  information  material  has  been  produced  by  the 
Department  of  Defense  and  the  Military  Departments  to  provide  Armed  Forces 
voters  with  the  latest  information  concerning  absentee  voting — in  the  primaries 
and  in  the  General  election  of  Nov.  7,  1972. 

The  material  includes  pamphlets,  posters,  films,  and  news  stories  and  fea- 
tures for  Armed  Forces  newspaper  readers.  Service  audiences  overseas  and 
on  ships  at  sea  receive  updated  information  via  American  Forces  Radio  and 
Television  Service  facilities.  Also,  voting  bulletins  are  disseminated  by  elec- 
tronic messages  to  the  Services  for  rapid  re-transmission. 

Such  voting  assistance  program  material  is  produced  to  aid  commanders 
and  Voting  Officers  and  Voting  Counselors  in  their  efforts  to  encourage  all  eligi- 
ble Armed  Forces  voters  and  dependents  to  exercise  their  franchise. 

Basic  voting  information  materials  are: 

• Voting  Information — 1972  (DoD  GEN  6D); 

• (First  supplement)  Change  1,  Voting  Information — 1972,  March  21,  1972; 

• (Second  supplement)  Supplement  to  Voting  Information — 1972,  Com- 
manders Digest,  Volume  11,  Number  25,  April  27,  1972; 

• (Third  supplement)  “A  Supplement  for  Voting  Officers.  The  Serviceman’s 
Voting  Calendar  and  Directory  of  County  Addresses  by  State.” 

• Defense  Information  Guidance  Series  Fact  Sheets  Number  8A-14  (being 
revised),  “Absentee  Voting  and  the  Military  Family”;  Number  8A-18, 
“Absentee  Voting  and  the  Military  Family”  (Part  II);  8A-21,  “Absentee 
Voting  and  the  Military  Family”  (Part  III). 

• Voting  Information  Bulletins: 

No.  1,  April  7,  1972 — Subj.:  League  of  Women  Voters 
No.  2,  April  7,  1972 — Subj.:  “Action  Line.” 

No.  3,  April  14,  1972 — Subj.:  May  1972  Primaries. 

• Films:  “Ballots  That  Fly,”  AFIF  129; 

“The  First  Tuesday  After  the  First  Monday,”  AFIF  171; 

“The  Vote,”  AFIF  128. 

• Posters:  “America’s  Armed  Forces  Vote,”  DoD  P-31; 

“A  Free  Ballot,  A Free  Country — Vote,”  DoD  P-36; 

“Defend  America’s  Heritage — Vote,”  DoD  P-37; 

“America  Needs  Your  Vote,”  DoD  P-38  ; 

“My  Vote,  Freedom's  Privilege,”  DoD  P-50; 

“Your  Hands  Have  a Voice,”  DoD  P-53; 

“18 — Vote:  You’re  Old  Enough,”  DoD  P-69; 

“Armed  Forces  Voters  Day,”  DoD  P-70. 

Commanders  and  unit  Voting  Officers  and  Counselors  use  these  materials  to 
supplement  their  voting  assistance  programs,  governed  by  the  following  Armed 
Forces  voting  regulations  or  directives: 

Department  of  Defense:  DoD  Directive  1000.4,  Absentee  Voting,  July  10, 
1971; 

Department  of  the  Army:  Army  Regulation  608-20; 

Department  of  the  Navy  (less  the  Marine  Corps):  BUPERS  Manual,  Article 
6210220; 

Department  of  the  Air  Force:  Air  Force  Regulation  211-19; 

U.S.  Marine  Corps:  Marine  Corps  Order  1742.2; 

U.S.  Coast  Guard:  Coast  Guard  Personnel  Manual  (CG  207),  Section  B, 
Chapter  16. 
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How  to  Fill  Out 
An  Absentee  Ballot  Request 

Standard  Form  76 — commonly  called  the  Federal  Post  Card  Applica- 
tion, or  FPCA — is  a postage-free  card  which  military  personnel  and  de- 
pendents can  use  to  request  registration  or  an  absentee  ballot.  State  laws 
should  be  checked  on  how  to  use  the  FPCA.  The  pamphlet,  Voting 
Information — 1972,  has  the  latest  information,  State  by  State. 

Properly  completing  the  FPCA  is  an  important  step  in  the  process  of 
registering  or  obtaining  an  absentee  ballot.  Shown  here  is  a sample 
of  a properly  completed  FPCA  (front  and  back  views),  along  with  some 
suggestions  on  how  to  prepare  the  FPCA  for  a State’s  primary  election. 

Item  (2):  For  the  General  election  in  November,  do  not  mark  in  this 

box. 

Item  (5):  Make  the  address  as  complete  as  possible.  It  will  help 

election  officials  to  determine  which  ballots  to  send. 

Item  (6):  See  chart,  page  6.  Persons  not  registered  can  request 

registration  forms  as  indicated. 

Item  (7):  Any  address,  official  or  otherwise,  may  be  used.  Use  the 

best  current  mailing  address. 

Item  (9):  Sign  name  here,  in  the  presence  of  the  person  who  attests 

to  the  signature. 

Item  (11):  Some  States  do  not  require  notarization;  those  that  do  are 
indicated  in  the  Voting  Information — 1972  pamphlet.  How- 
ever, it  is  suggested  that  the  FPCA  be  notarized  by  a 
commissioned  officer. 
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FILL  OUT  BOTH  FI  DCS  OF  CARO 

POST  CARD  APPLICATION  FOR  ABSENTEE  BALLOT 


State  or  Commonwealth 


oilto&TH  CAftOLJ/stA 

(Fill  in  nunc  of  Start  or  Commonwealth) 

( 1 ) I hereby  request  an  absentee  ballot  to  vote  in  the  coming  election: 
(General)  (Primary)*  (Special)  Election. 

(Strike  out  inapplicable  words) 

(2)  *If  a ballot  is  requested  for  a primary  election. 

print  your  political  party  affiliation  or  preference  ■ . 

in  this  box:  | | 

(If  primary  election  is  secret  in  your  State,  do  not  answer) 

(3)  I am  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  eligible  to  vote  in  above  State, 
and  am: 


. A citizen  of  the  United  States  temporarily  resid-  I ] 

mg  outside  of  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  I I 

States  and  the  District  of  Columbia 

. A spouse  or  dependent  of  a person  listed  in  (a), 
or  (t>)  above  I 1 

A spouse  or  dependent  residing  with  or  accom-  I I 

panying  a person  described  in  (c)  above  1 1 

(4)  I was  born  on  ...  ✓AT  &£CJ:M0£K  MS 

(Day)  (Month)  (Year) 

’(5)  For  ro v ears  preceding  the  above  election  my  home  (not  mili- 
tary) residence  in  th^above  State  has  been  - 


IAM0NP  f%rACE,  At-l-lSOM 

(Street  and  number  or  rural  route,  etc.) 

in  the  county  or  parish  of.  JOJJMSOM 

The  voting  precinct  or  election  district  for  this  residence  is 

£T+ 

(Enter  if  known) 

►(6)  Remarks:  ££/S/D ££6/STJeATIOA/ 

fTVALM-S.*.- 

(7)  Mail  my  ballot  to  the  following  official  address: 

For  those  assigned  in  the  U.S.: 

rY0u#..ci/z/?£-s/T..APr>i?£:£s) 

(Unit  (Co..  Sq..  Trp..  Bn.,  etc.).  Governmental  Agency,  or  Office) 

(Military  Base.  Station,  Camp.  Fort.  Ship.  Air6eld,  etc.) 

For  those  assigned  elsewhere: 


(APO.  or  FPO  number) 


I am  NOT  requesting  a ballot  from  any  other  State  and  am  not 
voting  in  any  other  manner  in  this  election,  except  by  absentee 
process,  and  have  not  voted  and  do  not  intend  to  vote  in  this 
election  at  any  other  address. 

(YM#  gJ&MATl/gsX 

(Signature  of  person  requesting  ballot)  a 

(YOU/?  MAM£,  &ArftC  OJ?  J?A  AT.  + SYAMJ 

* (Full  name,  typed  or  printed,  with  rank  or  grade,  and  service  number)  ' 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on 

(Day,  month,  and  year) 


(Signature  of  official  administering  (Typed  or  printed  name  of  official 
oath)  administering  oath) 


(Title  or  rank,  service  number,  and  organization  of  administering  official) 

INSTRUCTIONS 

A.  Before -filling  out  this  form  see  your  voting  officer  in  regard  to  the  voting  laws  of 
your  State  and  absentee  registration  and  voting  procedure. 

B.  Pr,nt  entries  except  signatures.  FILL  OUT  BOTH  SIDES  OF 

C.  Address  card  to  proper  State  official.  Your  voting  officer  or  commanding 
officer  will  furnish  you  his  title  and  address. 

D.  Mail  card  as  soon  as  your  State  will  accept  your  application. 

E.  NO  postage  is  required  for  the  card. 

☆ U.S.  GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE  : 196*— 0-340-457  i 32-J 


In  completing  the  card 
at  right,  the  applicant’s 
current  address  (top 
left),  and  the  address  of 
the  election  official  at 
the  voting  residence 
(lower  right),  must  be 
filled  in.  See  Voting 
Information — 1972,  or 
the  unit  voting  repre- 
sentative. 

Other  hints:  type  or 
print  legibly,  use  per- 
manent ink  and  be  sure 
to  fill  in  the  FPCA 
completely,  on  both 
sides. 


OFFICIAL  ELECTION  BALLOTING  MATERIAL— VIA  AIR  MAIL 
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